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WRITERS CENTRE

At the start of this month we say goodbye to Jean Kent. It feelslike too
soon but everyone at KSP wishes you the best of luck in your endeav-
ours. We have the honour of welcoming our new Young Writer in Resi-
dence, Jessica Stalley, into our midst. She's alocal speculative fiction
author with abright future ahead of her. She'll be staying with usfor two
weeks, working on her supernatural novels. Glad to have you with us,
Jessica, and we hope you have an enjoyable and productive stay.

Sunday December 6th is Katharine's Birthday - 11.00am Volunteer
thanks and lunch, 1.30pm Poetry Awards, 3.00pm Short Fiction Awards..

WEe've had our big Write-a-Book-in-a-Day Competition Award Cer-
emony at The Boulevard Centrein Floreat. Congratul ationsto all thewin-
ning and commended teams! The amount of entriesand fundsraised this
year was arecord for WABIAD so a big congratulationsisin order for
every school who participated. Well done!

Thisissueisjam packed with competitions, awards and opportunities
for writing- so many we had troubl e fitting them all in!

Weloveto celebrate our members. Let usknow if you' vereceived an
accolade or have accomplished something wonderful in your personal
writing. We' d also love small articles or photos of KSP events.

Events in November
Wednesday 7 October — Tuesday 3 November Established
Writer-In-Residence Jean Kent
Saturday 7 - Satur day 21 Young Writer-ln-Residence JessicaStalley
Saturday 7 - Sunday 8 Darlington Arts Festival
Saturday 14 November 1pm —4 pm Looking at the *big picture’:
Structural editing for prose writers' with Amanda Curtin
Tuesday 17 7pm — 10 pm Literary Dinner with Young Writer-1n-
Residence Jessica Stalley
Saturday 21 1pm — 4pm Workshop ‘ Creating a Novel Blueprint’
with Young Writer-In-Residence Jessica Stalley
Saturday 28 7pm —9pm: Book presentation: “The Kimberley Se-
ries’ by Joel Smoker
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Helen Gildfind: Thankyou

Apparently | brought therain withme
to Perth but, coming from avery dry
Melbourne, thisweather provided me
the ‘cosy’ atmosphere | needed to
settle in to my beautiful cabin in
Katherine's garden.

After Katrin patiently explained
and re-explained timetablesto me (for
| seemed to have left that part of my
brain at home!), | soon established a
routine of writing, walking, reading,
and attending all of thewriters' groups
that congregate here. Every group
was very welcoming and encourag-
ing, and | was struck repeatedly by the range of engaging people and
projects that KSP seems to attract. It was great fun watching Paula
keep ahandle on her very cheeky Young Writers on Tuesdays, and the
range of quality of their work was impressive. The Write Free and
Thursday Night group endured readings of my own work, Paper Peo-
ple, and listening to their writing, and hearing reactionsto my own, has
given me much needed perspective on my project. | waslucky enough
to have Faye drive me through the countryside to meet the Northam
Group. Again, thediversity of the people and projectsin thisgroup was
fascinating. The very professional writersin the Poetry Group humbled
me with their talent and have inspired me to work harder: | must be-
come a better poet! Past Tense, Scriptwriters, Sci Fi and Non Fiction
have each given me insight into areas of writing that | have very little
experience of. Attending the Poetry Club in the city offered meinsight
into the‘ poetry scene’ herein Perth, and a so got me out of weeding for
Chris'sbusy-beein Katherine'sgarden (though he had melaying down
the water-system before | could escape)!

Having met so many interesting and friendly people, | was not a
complete nervous wreck at the literary dinner. Wobbling behind the
podium, | managed to inflict some of my work onto avery sympathetic
crowd. Thank you for coming! It was a beautiful night, and | felt hon-
oured by the effort that the committee went to in order to make it so.
My workshop, ‘ Panning for Gold,” went well despite no handouts (my
fault!) and dying whiteboard markers (K SP'sfault!). Many wordswere
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written and | am surprised people didn’t revolt at being worked so hard!
Hopefully, as well as sore wrists, some stories will emerge from this
class.

KSPisavery inclusive, warm and encouraging place for the wide
range of people who come here. Being around arange of people, with
arange of life and writing experiences, has been inspiring and has re-
minded methat ‘writers' are, first and foremost, ‘ people who write'! It
has been liberating to be reminded that writing for the joy, fascination
and discipline of it are the first and last reasons to write at al. Being
here has also emphasised to me what a strange beast writing is: some-
thing that issolitary in the making and (typically) inthereading, but also
something that always demands community in order to both exist and
toflourish.

Thank you to everyone who has made my stay so comfortable and
productive! (By Helen Gildfind)

What's been happening @KSP

New addition tothe KSP library from Helen Gildfind

Helen Gildfind haskindly donated The Penguin Anthology of Australian
Poetry —edited by John Kinsellato the KSPlibrary. Thank you so much,
Helen. Books can be borrowed from the library by KSP members.

School Holiday Write-a-Ramawith Dr Melissa O’ Shea
From the 6th to the 8th, young budding writers enjoyed the three day
School Holiday Write-a-Ramawith Dr MelissaO’ Shea.

During the Write-a-Ramathe kidslearned how write humour and
suspense with children’snovelist David Caddy and weretreated to an
' excursion to
CavershamWildlife
Park and the
Margaret River
Chocolate Company
in the Swan Valley.
B On their last day,
e screenwriter Paul
Wayne showed them how popular TV shows create humour and sus-
pense, then et them |ooseto create possiblefuture TV hits.

The Chocolate Company was, not surprisingly, abig hit with the

-~
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What's been happening @ KSP

kids. Learning to write comedy also got ravereviews, many of thekids
saying it wastheir favourite part. Thekidsshowed abright enthusiasm
and skill for writing and had agreat time making new friends, helped
and encourage along theway by Dr. MelissaO’ Shea. One happy par-
ticipant giving theexperiencea“ 700/10". Their work will be published
inaWrite-A-Ramaanthol ogy to enjoy for yearsto come.

Literary Dinner with Established Writer-In- ReﬂdenceJean Kent
Twelve KSPwriters and guests attended the
literary dinner given for Jean Kent, on Tues-
day evening the 20th. Thiswaspureindulgence,
infood, wineand most certainly inthe oppor-
tunity to immerse ourselvesin the poetry of
esteemed guest poet, Jean Kent.

In between courses of thedelightful medl,
Jean read poems from her published collec- L
tions, Verandahs and The Satin Bower Bird. The severa poetsm at-
tendance found themsel vesin awe of her word usage, preciseimagery
and the extent to which she stretchesthe imagination.

Workshop ‘Poetry for Luminous Tortoises with Established
Writer-In-Residence Jean Kent

Guided by the skill and eloquence of Established Writer-in-Residence
Jean K ent, participantswere given stimul ation, support and technical
hel p with writing poetry. Using contemporary examplesand afew po-
emsof their own, they were encouraged to try new thingsand sharpen
their poetic skills, becoming confident in their ability toweave abeauti-
ful and detailed tapestry of wordsintheway Jean Kentisso brilliantly
ableto.

POETS@K SP

At the 26th October meeting, Jean kindly agreed to giveaninformd in-
house launch of Poets@K SP2009, achapbook containing thework of
our eight women poets. Mardi May, Paula Jones, Rose van Son, Gall
Robinson, Agnes O’ Kaneand Sally Clarke. We were delighted with
her lengthy appraisa of our work. Jean brought theafternoontoaclose
with areading of her delightful poem, ‘ Angels
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WABIAD Winners Announced

Write-a-Book-in-a-Day Awar dsat The Boulevard Centre
Thechildren’shooksarein, thejudgeshave madetheir final decisionsand
the winners were announced at the Write-a-Book-in-a-Day (WABIAD)
Awards at The Boulevard Centre, on Tuesday 27th at 2pm.

Teams acrossthe country, including teamsfrom Christmas|sland and
central WA, created aWABIAD record of 90 books and raised funds for
Children’sHospitalsAustraliaand PrincessMargaret Hospital.

The WABIAD challenge was for teams from schools, community
groups and writing groups to create a children’s book in 12 hours. The
teams rai sed sponsorship of $23,312, and their finished bookswent to a
children’s hospital in their state. Pictures and small blurbs from the en-
tries can be found on our website.

The ceremony was packed with excited students, teachers and writ-
ers. KSP Treasurer Chris Oakeley opened the ceremony and presented
theawards. Therest of the night was spent drinking orangejuice, reading
all thewinning books and having awonderful time.

Everyonewho participated deserves ahbig round of applausefor their
efforts! Children’sHospitalsAustraliathankseveryonefor themoney raised
that will go towards helping kids in need. We hope everyone had fun
creating their brilliant masterpieces.

The Write-a-Book-in-a-Day winnersare:

WA Best Book - Judged by Julienne van Loon, Nadine Browne and Paula
Jones

Primary School Winner: Greenmount Primary school A Change of Heart
Secondary School Winner: Applecross SHS Fiddlesticks

Open Category Winner: Martin Chambers Team Didge Magic

WA Best I llustrations- Judged by established artist Joanna Capelle
Primary School Winner: Aquinas College Oneby One

Secondary School: Kingsway Christian College You' re Not Funny
Open Category Winner: Martin Chambers Team Didge Magic

National Best Book Winner s- Judged by Paula Jones and David Caddy
Primary School Winner: Greenmount Primary school A Change of Heart
Secondary School Winner: TBA

Open Category Winner: Martin Chambers Team Didge Magic
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Events in November

Wednesday 7 October — Tuesday 3 November Established Writer-In-
Residence Jean Kent

Saturday 7 - Sunday 8 Darlington Arts Festival at Darlington Oval
KSPwill betherewith astall, information, booksfor sale and readings.

Saturday 7 - Saturday 21 Young Writer-In-
Residence Jessica Stalley

Jessicais alocal writer with one completed
novel in her portfolio, Sweetheart - adramatic
novel set in suburban Australia which deals
with the fallout of afamily’s devastating se-
cret. She studied English and Media Studies
at Murdoch University with lecturersinclud-
ing Simone L azaroo and Deborah Robertson.
Sheis currently working on atrilogy of su-
pernatural novelssetin New York and Mexico and plansto use her timeat
the centre to further develop this piece of work. The series begins with
Mia Blake, who is walking home from work one bleak winter evening
when everything goes black. She wakes up three days later in a seedy
Mexican motel, bitten, bloodied and... dead. A newborn vampire, Mia
must leave everything she holds dear and use her wits to survive in a
tough city. Jessica al so publishes aweekly writing blog aswell as a per-
sonal development blog and isinterested in building along-term writing
career.

Saturday 14 1pm —4 pm Looking at the ‘big picture’: Sructural ed-
iting for prosewriters with Amanda Curtin

Repeat workshop by popular demand. A workshop designed to help
fiction and non-fiction writers approach their work as a structural editor
would. Amandawill discusscommon structural problems, aswell astech-
niques to help writers step back from the words and sentences and ook
at ‘big-picture’ issues. Thisisthe perfect workshop to do so you havethe
summer holidays to apply what you learn to your manuscript! Amanda
Curtin is a freelance book editor with 25 years experience (adult and
junior fiction, picture books, general non-fiction, scholarly). Sheisaso
an award-winning writer of short fiction and essays, and in 2008 pub-
lished her first novel, The Sinkings. M $25, NM $40, bookings essential.
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Back by Popular Demand

Tuesday 17 7pm — 10 pm Literary Dinner with Young Writer-In-
Residence Jessica Stalley
Don't miss the opportunity to meet Jessica and hear some of her work.

Saturday 21 1pm —4pm Wor kshop ‘ Creating a Novel Blueprint’ with
Young Writer-In-Residence Jessica Stalley

This workshop is about taking the seed of an idea you have for a novel
and using it to create a detailed writing plan. During the workshop there
will be plenty of time for reflective writing, as well as more structured
timefor creating ausable novel blueprint. Moving through three stages of
creation - Inspiration, Planning, and Writing - we will develop a struc-
tured novel blueprint that will guide usthrough the writing process with-
out taking any of the excitement or anticipation away from the writing
process. Through the use of writing prompts and freewriting exercises,
we will emerge at the end of the workshop with a novel blueprint, tools
for keeping track of characters and other details, and an achievable writ-
ing schedul e with an optional self-imposed first-draft deadline. Members
$25, non-members $40, bookings essential.

Saturday 28 7pm —9pm Book presentation: “ The Kimberley Series’

by Joel Smoker

Bornin 1952 at Derby, the west Kimberley regional centrein WA, Joel

Smoker has been taking photographs since hewasin primary school. He
started with aBox Brownie cameraand then graduated to aK odak camera
that could shoot both colour and black and white. He still has photo-
graphsin hiscollectionthat hetook from histravelsaround the Kimberley
as aboy. From 1983 Joel took up aposition asan ArtsAdvisory Teacher
with the Education Department, based at the Kimberley District Educa-
tion Officein Kununurrain the east Kimberley for threeyears, taking his
camera with him everywhere. The result is a collection of images that
document the landscape and the times during those years. The Kimberley
Seriesareforty photographsthat have been selected from this collection
of imagesthat represent the vision of anative son. The photographswere
first exhibited in 1987 at Birrukmarri Gallery in Fremantlein conjunction
with an art exhibition by artistsfrom theWaringarri Aboriginal Arts Centre
in Kununurra. The photographs have since been exhibited in numerous
esteemed exhibitions. The Kimberley Seriesof photographs can beviewed
on Joel’s web site at www.joelsmoker.com M $4, NM $7 Call to book.
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Competitions

Overland Judith Wright Poetry Prize

Entriesare open for the Overland Magazine Judith Wright Prizefor
New and Emerging Poets. Prizemoney is$3000, with two minor prizes
of $500 each. Poetsaredligibleif they havenot had acollection of their
work commercially published. Three poemsmax allowed per entry.
Submissions considered for publicationin Overland. Closing date 7
December. For an entry formand guidelinesvisit www.overland.org.au

Thel P Picks2010 Awardsfor Unpublished Manuscripts

Enter you book-length manuscript into one or more of thefive catego-
riesand win aguaranteed royaty publication! . Highly Commended are
given editorial advicevalued at $249. Submit by December 1, opento
citizens/residentsof Australiaand New Zealand. For completedetails
andtheentry form, visit http://ipoz.biz/IP/IP_picks.htm

East Gippland TAFE Trave WritingAwards
For loversof travel and writing submit your 1,500 word max story, $5
entry fee & entry form by Monday 9 November to East Gippsland
TAFE Travel Writing Award, PO Box 886, BairnsdaeVic. 3875. Con-
tact Peter Millard on (03) 5150 4203 or by email to
millard@egtafe.vic.edu.au for moreinformation.

Josephine Ulrick Poetry Prize

Griffith University’s School of Humanities acceptsyour poem or suite
of poemsup to 200 lines. $10,000 First Prize, $5,000 Second Prize, 2 x
$2,500 Commended. Closing date 30 January 2010. Entry formsavail-
ablesoon fromwww.griffith.edu.auw/ulrick. Any enquiriescontact Clare
Keys(07) 55528093 or email c.keys@griffith.edu.au

BarbaraJefferisAward

TheAward isoffered for “the best novel written by an Australian au-
thor that depictswomen and girlsin apositive way or otherwise em-
powersthe status of women and girlsin society” . Valued at $35,000, it
ends 16th Nov. For detailsand entry form visit www.asauthors.org

Charlotte Duncan Award for Children’sWriting 2009

Celapene Pressinvitesentriesfor the Charlotte Duncan Award for a
short story for young readersaged 9-12 years. Thisaward isin memory
of Charlotte Duncanto raisefundsfor theneo-nata unit at Melbourne's
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RCH. $9 entry fee per story. Closes 28 February 2010. Winning and
commended entrieswill be published on the Cel apene Presswebsite.
For moreinfo visit www.cel apenepress.com.au or send SSAE to 2
Bonview Crt, Knoxfield, VIC, 3180.

Patrick White Playwright’sAward

Thismajor playwriting initiative of Sydney Theatre Company and The
Sydney Morning Herald offersAustralia srichest playwriting award
($20,000) to afull-length unproduced play of any genreby anAustra -
ian playwright aged 20 yearsor over. Closes 16 Nov. Entry forms: http:/
ww.sydneytheatre.com.au/about/Peatrick-White-Playwrights-Award
For further information call (02) 9250 1700.

East Gippland TAFE Travel WritingAwards

For loversof travel and writing submit your 1,500 word max story, $5
entry fee & enrty form by Monday 9 Nov. to East Gippsland TAFE
Travel Writing Award, PO Box 886, Bairnsdale Vic. 3875. Contact
Peter Millard on (03) 51504203 or by email to millard@egtafe.vic.edu.au

Hor se South Australia Essay and Short Story Competition
Open Short Story: Any subject related toAustralia. 1200— 1500 words.
Essay: Any aspect of SouthAustrdian horse history. 1200— 1500 words.
Referencesused. $7.70 per entry. ClosesNov. 30th, 5pm. Moreinfo:
www.horsesa.asn.au. Send to: PO Box 483, Plympton, SA 5038 or
horsesa@horsesa.asn.au.

NaNowWriMo

National Novel Writing Monthisaliterary marathon where thousands
of writerstry towritea50.000 word novel inamonth. Writing startson
Nov. 1st and you must be on wordcount and submitted by midnight
November 30th. Visit www.nanowrimo.org for moreinformation.

Thelnternational Fish Short Story Prize

Irish International Writing Prize seeksAustralian writing. Short stories
must be submitted by Nov 20, 5000 words max. 1<t prizeis 3,000 Euro
and aninviteto TheWest Cork Literary Festival, Ireland. Thebest 10
storieswill bepublishedinthe 2010 FishAnthology. Onlineentry is20
Euro per story. There'salso apoetry prize. Vist www.fishpublishing.com
for full detailsor email info@fishpublishing.com
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Opportunities for Writers

WildernessWritingin the Tasmanian Tarkinefor New Year

28 December - 3 January. Superb writing and walking trip. Four days
in the pin drop silence of the Forest of Giants, 2 days at Cradle Mt.
Supported easy grade walks with qualified guides and writing tutor. A
profound writing experience. Book early for discount price.
www.intotheblue.com.au Jan Cornall - Writer/Facilitator —0414929768

WritingtheWild

indigo journal and Wild Fig Jam Accommaodation presentsaYallingup
weekend of words, dreams and culinary delights. Thursday 5th to Sun-
day 8th. Book early as places are limited. For more information visit
www.indigojournal .org.au or contact MirandaAitken on 04 88 752 011
or email info@indigojournal.org.au

Australian Poetry Centre presentsA Confident Voice: Read-
ingYour Poetry In Publicwith Harry Laing

Do your poetry reading justice by boosting your vocal confidence with
thisworkshop, working onyour particular vocal style and qualities. Po-
etswill practise on their own work as well as the poems of others. 12-
3pm, 25th October. Glenfern, 417 Inkerman Street, St Kilda, East VIC.
APC members $40, non-members $50. Limited places. To book phone:
039527 4063 or email: admin@australianpoetrycentre.org.au

Aboriginal and TorresSrait Idander ArtsBoard

2009 grants are available to support practising Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander professional Musiciansand Writers. 2 years, $45,000 per
year, closing date 15 November 2009. Grantsfor New Work, Presenta-
tion and Promotion, Skills and Arts Development, and the Red Ochre
Award close on 18 November. For more information call, toll free, on
1800 226 912, or visit http://www.australiacouncil .gov.au/grants

APA/AustraliaCouncil Residential Editorial Program

The Australian Publishers Association and the Literature Board of the
AustraliaCouncil arerunning the Residential Editorial Program (REP)
at Varuna, the Writers' House in Katoomba, NSW. 3-8 May 2010. This
prestigious biennia program offers mid-career editors aunique oppor-
tunity to take part in an intensive five-day program to develop literary
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editing skillswith highly respected industry practitioners. Applications
close 11 January 2010. Contact Robyn Sheahan-Bright on (07) 49729760
email rsheahan@tpg.com.au. Guidelines and application forms avail-
able at www.publishers.asn.au

Opportunities from Publishers

WQ magazine

Information for the Australian writer, with four pages of competitions
and opportunities. An investment. 1 year subscription: $40 2 year sub-
scription: $75. Visit www.gwc.asn.au or call 07 3839 1243

[untitled] Callingfor Short Fiction

[untitled], a new periodical anthology, is seeking submissions for its
second issue. Issue 1 features prose from George |vanoff, Tess Evans,
Lena Pasqua, and Myron Lysenko, among others. Primarily seeking
fiction of any genre, aslong asit’s good. Read a copy of [untitled] to
sample our tastes and visit www.untitledonline.com.au for info.

Video Poetry

Synaptic Graffiti Collective seek Video Poetry for the DV D anthology,
MEMORY. Work must correspond with broader social movements/
events, aswell as explore the links between memory and identity, and
memory and place. For submission guidelinesvisit www.myspace.com/
synapticgraffiti or email synapticgraffiti@scart69.net. SubmissionsClose
February 28 2010.

Australian Book Contracts - New edition out now!

The definitive guide to Australian publishing contracts. Essential re-
source for Australian writers. Orders from the ASA office on 02 9318
0877 or online at www.asauthors.org. Priced at just $19.95 (ASA Mem-
bers) / $29.95 (Non-members). Price includes postage and packaging.

Award WinningAustralian Writing 2010Anthology

If your short story or poem has won a prize between June 09 and June
2010, send it to Melbourne Books for consideration for the AWAW
2010 anthology. For more information contact editor Marleena For-
ward: mf.melbournebooks@gmail.com or contact KSPfor aFAQ shest.
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Regular Writing Groups

Open for Everyone to Join

Poetry Writing Group

Karibu Women’s Group (Midland)
Writefree Women's Writing Group
Young Writers Two Groups
Thursday Night Group
Non-Fiction Writers

Past Tense (Social History)

Script Writing Group

Speculative Fiction/ Fantasy

Avon Valley Writers Group

M anagement Committee
Chairperson Paula Jones
Secretary  Carol Astbury
Treasurer  ChrisOakeley
Committee CollinO’Brien
Mardi May
Nadine Browne
DanielleManning
Sarah Ryan
Danika Potter

Coordinator
Katrin Kuenstler
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2nd, 4th Mondays 12.45pm
1st, 3rd Wednesdays 9.30am
Wednesdays 9.30am
Tuesdays4.00-6.00pm
Thursday 7.30pm

1st Saturday 10.00am
Monthly 2nd Saturday 10.00am
Monthly 1st Sunday 10.00am
Monthly 2nd Sunday 10.00am
Wednesdays 10am

& Thursdays 7.00pm

Literary Advisory Board
Dr Glen Phillips
Juliet Marillier
Nadine Browne

Kathleen Dzubi€l
Mardi May
Prof. Brian Dibble
Dr Melissa O’ Shea

PublicFund
Chairperson KSP
Treasurer KSP
CliveAldridge
Denis McLeod
Robert Perks

Muridarirg
Community Bank®™ Sranch

© Bendigo Bank

loferywest
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