Katharine Susannah Prichard Writers Centre

Writers in Residence Comments

Andy Jackson 

Emerging Writer in Residence 2010 

Andy Jackson lives in Melbourne and writes poetry exploring the body, identity and marginality. He has been published in a wide variety of print and on-line journals; received grants from the Australia Council and Arts Victoria, and a mentorship from the Australian Society of Authors; and featured at events and festivals such as Australian Poetry Festival, Queensland Poetry Festival, Newcastle Young Writers Festival and Overload Poetry Festival. Most recently his poetry collection, Among the Regulars, has been short listed for the Kenneth Slessor Prize for Poetry (NSW Premier Literary Awards).

'I wrote more poems in the four weeks of the residency than I wrote in the twenty weeks before it...(KSP) is a place founded and maintained on an understanding that writing is a valuable, human, political, communal act – a reminder that writing grows not out of thin air, but in the soil of an encouraging and critical community.'

Dr David Reiter 

Established Writer in Residence 2010 

Dr David Reiter is an award-winning poet and writer of fiction, scripts and multimedia. He has published 12 books, primarily poetry, and has won national awards, including Winner - QLD Premier's Poetry Award, 1989, Highly Commended - QLD Premier's Poetry Award 1994, and Runner-up – SA Premier's Award, 1998.  In 2001 David was awarded Runner-up - Steele Rudd Award for Short Fiction for his publication Triangles (IP, 2001). Recently David has been focussing on script writing and visual media and is the Director of Interactive Publications Pty Ltd, a Brisbane-based print and digital publishing house.

'It gives me great pleasure to report on my time as Established Writer-in-Residence at the Katharine Susannah Prichard Centre from 22 May to 19 June 2010. The first draft was completed on Tuesday of my third week. I was averaging 4,000-4500 words per day... The environment of the studio was certainly conducive to writing a book whose main theme is concerned with preserving our environment. What did I gain from the residency? Peace and mostly quiet...Perfect solitude when I needed it. Completion of everything I set out to do and more! For my part, I will always speak highly of KSP as a destination for anyone seeking a place to work on an extended project.'

Lisa Lang 

Emerging Writer in Residence 2010 

Lisa Lang is a Melbourne writer. She is the author of the non-fiction title E.W.Cole: Chasing the Rainbow, and was selected in 2007 for the Australian Society of Authors’ mentorship program. Her novel, Utopian Man, was the co-winner of The Australian/Vogel Literary Award in 2009. It has recently been short listed for the Christina Stead Award (NSW Premier's Literary Awards) and also the UTS Glenda Adams Award for New Writing.

'A residency at KSP was the ideal place to tackle the redrafting of my Vogel Award -winning manuscript, Utopian Man. It was a mammoth undertaking: a substantial redrafting of 60 000 words in three months, one month of which was spent at KSP. Luckily, the working environment at KSP is extremely conducive to extended immersion in a creative project. It was easy to dedicate myself to three writing sessions, of two to three hours per session, every day, punctuated by meals in the well equipped kitchen, visits to the house library, and to the wonderful mix of writers’ groups. By the time I finished my residency, I was amazed and relieved to discover I had only two chapters left in need of redrafting. The overall output was the redrafting of around 20 000 words, or one third of the novel, a great success, in my view. Over and again, it was the sense of community at KSP that really impressed me, and this was most evident in the writers’ groups...What a great resource these writing groups are, they are the heart of KSP, and a warm and creative heart at that. This residency has helped me to grow as a writer.  KSP is special in that it allows the writer a multi-dimensional experience of being a writer.  I would like to reiterate that the single most impressive aspect of KSP for me was the feeling of being a genuine community. This is more rare than you might think!'

Rosanna Stevens 

Young Writer in Residence 2010 

'This sharing and celebrating of one another in an almost unconditional fashion is an attribute that renders the KSP Writers’ Centre unique and spectacular. The writers groups run by the centre, and the subsequent anthologies, stories, and friendships that arise are a gifts the writers centre provides its writers, and gifts these writers give one another every evening they convene, read, and provide honest feedback to each person willing to divulge their latest progress. I am truly fortunate to have been given a taste of such a supportive writing community, and will use this experience to encourage the growth of writers groups in New South Wales, and model admirable and gentile behaviours among today’s young writers. My cottage at the KSP Writers’ Centre was exactly the space I needed to work out how I write, and I would wholeheartedly encourage anyone wishing to discover the commitment it takes to focus solely on writing to take some time out of their year, and book a few nights at the Writers’ Centre.'

Suzanne Ingelbrecht 

Emerging Writer in Residence 2010 

'So, it was with gratitude that I came to KSP Writer’s Centre after Easter to take up a month-long Emerging Writer-in-Residence opportunity. I was assigned one of the cottages in the grounds of Katharine Susannah Prichard’s residence, unpacked my suitcase and my computer, took my seat at a desk overlooking over a bucolic vista of gum trees and a sloping hillside and began to re-think my play. I would like to thank everyone at KSP who has made me so welcome during my residency. I have enjoyed listening to the range and diversity of writing produced by the groups who meet here: the TNG, Writefree, the Poets, non-fiction, and of course, scriptwriting!'

